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Introduction 

This is a submission for a research document and project outcome and documentation which I collaborated with 
Jordey Caprino, Jeroen Scheper, Lili Ullrich and Marie van Puyenbroeck on during the Visual Culture Minor+ of 2018-
2019. 
 
This document contains my documentation of my eventual own project and visual essay I wrote prior to the project. 
The Research question I eventually chose for my research and project was the formal academic research question. 
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Research question 
 

Formal academic research question: 
 
How can visual work be created which exposes and transforms the presently (as of October 2018) 
domineering phenomenological being of white western capitalist patriarchal heteronormative Christian 
supremacy and thereof resulting power relations which create identities within propaganda in popular 
western/occidental visual culture within an ontology based on the notion of being-with? 
 
We found that the above is a lot of words, is overly abstract and is a touch stuffy and pretentious (well we 
are art students for this project, so we are allowed to be a touch pretentious). We decided to apply a more 
plainly spoken research question. This can be more appropriate to our situation which we find ourselves in, 
our task at hand and may lead our actions and reflections towards a successful result. 
 

Plain spoken, Ordinary English research question: 
 

How can we create an installation/collection of conversation pieces/discursive objects that exposes and 
transforms the use of the dominant mindset of white western capitalist patriarchal heteronormative 
consciousness and power relations in the creation of identities within propaganda in western popular 
visual culture? 
 
In addition, Nikki Vieler wanted to simply pose a more humane question, so that all humans can join this 
group in its pursuit of a more humane world. In his eyes, it’s the least we can do... 
 

Humane research question: 
 
How can we live together, even with some really unpleasant things around and within us? 
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OIL, IDENTITY, POWER AND VIOLENCE 
 

Preface 

We the people and our group and I, Nikki Vieler, had and have an interest in the Visuality of being-with(b1) & 
the Orient and Occident Dichotomy(a26,b3,4 c2). I also have an interest in expanding my own knowledge in those 
relations and in the identity constructions of the Orient and Occident. 
 
I have an already existing work(a1) which I wish to elaborate on further which relates to the Orient-Occident 
dichotomy and the identity constructions that emanate from that. I therefore decided to stick to this topic 
and learn more about it. I also am frustrated by the way in which Arabs are stereotypically portrayed in the 
media as being violent terrorist thugs. To me this is old fashioned racism and related to Islamophobia. My 
own personal experience also tells me that this is often nonsensical. While Arabs have a history of violence, 
it pales in comparison to the historical violence of the West/Occident. I also disapprove of the way that the 
West/Occident has dealt with the Arab world in the historic past. I therefore wish to critique, not 
dehumanize the Occident, from which I believe a more humane society can develop. This comes forth out 
of reading the book Occidentalism(a). 
 
I also have more reasons as to research this topic. I was quite disappointed when I let my friend 
Mohammed down in a personal conversation, by highlighting the fact that the Arab world has no full 
democracies. I am also disgusted by the extent to which (bad) Neo-liberal/third-way politics and the 
Occident have contributed to the problems in the Arab world and I want to expose that(c3,4). The question 
remains; How can that be done?  
 
Ultimately I believe that some of these issues can be addressed in a more humane, if vulnerable way to 
differentiate the Arab from an inhumane public discourse, Occidentalism, racist stereotypes and 
Islamophobia. This shall be done by designing an object in collaboration with the group using the Vision in 
Product Design method. 
 
I chose to use partial renditions of theoretical frameworks by Jean-Luc Nancy(b1,2), Edward Said(b3,4), Michel 
Foucault(b5,6,7,8),Timotheus Vermeulen and Judith Butler(b9) to frame my work as I wanted to expand and 
further develop my own theoretical knowledge and framework. I would like to emphasize that I only wish 
to use Vermeulen’s notion of depthiness to frame some aspects of my (attempted) work. 
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Vieler, Nikki. “Collage of Trump, Rotterdam Oil and Saudi Diplomacy” Multiple sources, CNN, Zapiro & 
Unknown, 27-11-2018, Rotterdam. 

Oil, Identity, Power and Violence 

While Saudi oil is still flowing into the port of Rotterdam(a2), pro-Saudi pseudo-populists have claimed and 
hold power with populist rhetoric(a3,4), the Khashoggi affair remains a strongly contested discourse(a5,6,7) and 
Saudi expansion is in full fling(a6,7). Much can be said and written about the topics which are being 
addressed, yet we (our group) and I, Nikki Vieler will focus on their visuality. I will narrow my focus to 
(often racist) visual identity constructions(b2,3,4) and their power relations(b2,3,4,5,6,7) within these topics. 
 
This emanating visuality leads to a construction of Orient and Occident identities(b3,4). These identities form 
normative and repressive power relations(b8) which intertwine with each other in a being-with(b1), with fatal 
consequences(a31,32). This visuality needs to be studied closely in order to obtain greater knowledge and 
understanding of the predicament, for which there is a demand in the Occident(a30, c2). I shall also try to 
transform this predicament by means of a designed object as we do not consider these racist, patriarchal 
constructions, tropes and relations to be healthy. At present one may call them more of a prison with a 
combination identities as their dynamics lack substantial movement(b5,6,7,8).  
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Vieler, Nikki. “Collage of Saudi-U.S. relations and identities.” Multiple sources, multiple contributors to 

the image - unknown, 27-11-2018, Rotterdam. 

Occidental and Oriental Identity Constructions & Power Relations 
The Occident and the Orient are intertwined and intersect in identity constructions and normative & 
repressive power relations(a30,33,b3,4,5,6,7,8). Depicted above is a collage of the visual construction of identity 
between patriarchal Saudi Arabian leaders and mainly white U.S. leaders. This identity construction 
between the two nations (in particular the ruling elites) has consequences, as they support the repressive 
power relations(a22,2330, b8) of the Saudi Government(a5,6,7,22,23,30  b3,4) and normalise Occidental power relations with 
Saudi Arabia(a5,6,7,22,23,30,b3,4). Often this has been done within regimes formed through Neo-Liberal (Washington 
consensus) and third way policies(a23,24,27,31). This has been strengthened and maintained through propaganda 
and deceit(a6,23), often with an agenda based on the “End of History”(a24,27). This agenda has now been 
rescinded or substantially altered, leading to further complications in the fabric of Saudi society and 
relationships in the Middle East(a28,32). These complications have become severely intertwined and lead to a 
severely destructive visual sequence of mêlée’s(a31,32,b2), Occidentalism(a30,b3,4) and violence(a25,32). 
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Chrystys, Patrick. “Tony Blair and King Salman of Saudi Arabia” Daily Express, Blair, Tony & Saudi King 

bin Abdoel Aziz al-Saoed, Salman, Daily Express, 26-09-2016, London. 

https://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/714327/Tony-Blair-consultancy-firm-Saudi-Arabia-Kazakhstan-Abu-

Dhabi-Colombia-Iraq-War-Chilcot 

Unknown. “Margret Thatcher holds secret Saudi Arms deal”, BBC,Thatcher, Margret & Abdullah bin 

Abdulaziz Al Saud, BBC, 1985  https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-37167251  

https://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/714327/Tony-Blair-consultancy-firm-Saudi-Arabia-Kazakhstan-Abu-Dhabi-Colombia-Iraq-War-Chilcot
https://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/714327/Tony-Blair-consultancy-firm-Saudi-Arabia-Kazakhstan-Abu-Dhabi-Colombia-Iraq-War-Chilcot
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-37167251
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Vieler, Nikki. “Depiction of Sayyid Qutb (far left) and his acolyte terrorists; Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, 

Ayman al-Zawahiri & Osama bin Laden.” Multiple sources, Multiple makers, Multiple, 27-11-2018, 

Rotterdam. 

Consequential Power Relations, Occidentalism, Mêlée’s and Violence 
As these identities and power relations are constructed(a15,21,28, 34,35,36 b2,3,4,5,6,7,8), it is often done at the expense of 
the majority of Arabs(a31,33 b3,4). Wars, colonialism, authoritarian regimes and mêlée’s(a6,7,9,10,19,25,31,32,37 b2) using 
repressive violence(a31,32,36,b8) have been inflicted and have flared up in the Orient. These have caused many 
violent deaths and relationship complications. A notable example of this is the current war in Yemen, 
which has a longer and more complex history(a6,7,9 b3,4). Some of its origins lie in the greater disputes between 
Sunni and Shia Islam and of the multiple strands of the Islamic faith(a30,b3,4). While this can be taken as a 
melange of identities(b2), this melange is also reduced to a mêlée in this conflict(b2), as the identities become 
fixed into terrorist and domineering patriarchs. 
 
The Occident has been quite deeply involved in supporting these wars, mêlée’s(a,28,34b2) and in doing so, laid 
down the historical trap into which it was subsequently caught(a30,b3,4). Colonial empires and modern nation 
states were created in the past in the Middle East by the Occident and their ideologies(a28,34 b7). This has led 
to complications in many Arab countries (a28). Prior to that, Islamic Ideologues such as Sayyid Qutb(a14,30) then 
developed radical Salafi Islam as a reaction to the abuses and attitude of the Occident towards the 
Orient(b3). These ideologies include much resentment and Occidentalism(a30). This then has led to deep anger 
and hatred of the Occident by supposed Orientals and in particular, Arabs(a33,b3,4). This in turn eventually led 
to the attack on the World Trade Towers Al-Qaeda, lead at the time by Osama bin Laden. Violent and 
ongoing retaliation by the West then attempted to strengthen the already existing identity constructions & 
power relations. In turn this created a blowback(a7,8,9,10,11) as (predominantly terrorist) Arabs continue to use 
violent means to transform the relationship. Arabs and Islamists depicted in the collage above have used 
inhumane violent means (depicted in the next sequence of images) to fight against the power relations and 
identity constructions of the Orient and Occident(a32, 33,b3,4). 
 
Vieler, Nikki. “Collated images of 9-11 and the War in Afghanistan.” Snopes.com & Council on Foreign 

Relations, Unknown, Snopes.com & Council on Foreign Relations, 11-09-2018 & Unknown, Multiple 

Locations.  https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/wtc-terrorism-insurance/ & 

https://www.cfr.org/timeline/us-war-afghanistan.  

  

https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/wtc-terrorism-insurance/
https://www.cfr.org/timeline/us-war-afghanistan
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Dan Froomkin. “Colin Powell at the UN” Huffington post, Powell,Colin, Huffington Post, 05-09-2012, 

Unknown. https://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/05/09/colin-powell-book_n_1503592.html 

 

 

 

Bassignac, Gilles. “Toppling of Saddam Hussein” The New Yorker, Unkown Contributore, New Yorker, 29-

01-2017, New York.https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/the-fate-of-a-leg-of-a-statue-of-

saddam-hussein  

https://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/05/09/colin-powell-book_n_1503592.html
https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/the-fate-of-a-leg-of-a-statue-of-saddam-hussein
https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/the-fate-of-a-leg-of-a-statue-of-saddam-hussein
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Unknown. “Image of King's Cross St Pancras/Russell Square bombing and London” Wikipedia, Unknown 

contributors, Wikipedia, Unknown, Unknown. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/7_July_2005_London_bombings#/media/File:Russell_square_ambulances.jp

g 

Pierre Terdjman. “Bataclan survivor and medics” nytimes.com, Unknown contributors, New York Times, 

12-11-2016, New York. https://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/13/world/europe/paris-one-year-on.html  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King%27s_Cross_St_Pancras_tube_station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russell_Square_tube_station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/7_July_2005_London_bombings#/media/File:Russell_square_ambulances.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/7_July_2005_London_bombings#/media/File:Russell_square_ambulances.jpg
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/13/world/europe/paris-one-year-on.html
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Rachel O’Donoghue. “Image of the Bataclan massacre ” Daily Star, Unknown contributors, Daily Star, 29-

10-2016, London. https://www.dailystar.co.uk/news/latest-news/557687/bataclan-attack-paris-

november-uk-isis-terror-toby-harris-islamic-state-nice-charlie-hebdo 

WNL & Nikki Vieler. “Image of perpetrators of the Brussel Bombings ”, Time, Federal Police/Photo News 

S.A./Corbis, Unkown Version, time.com, 22-03-2016, New York. http://time.com/4268242/brussels-

attacks-suspects/ 

https://www.dailystar.co.uk/news/latest-news/557687/bataclan-attack-paris-november-uk-isis-terror-toby-harris-islamic-state-nice-charlie-hebdo
https://www.dailystar.co.uk/news/latest-news/557687/bataclan-attack-paris-november-uk-isis-terror-toby-harris-islamic-state-nice-charlie-hebdo
http://time.com/4268242/brussels-attacks-suspects/
http://time.com/4268242/brussels-attacks-suspects/
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ABC News. “Manchester Arena Map” ABC news, Unknown contributors, ABC News, 25-03-2017, New 

York. https://abcnews.go.com/International/uk-police-arrest-connection-manchester-arena-

attack/story?id=47602499. 

Unknown. “Images of the Manchester Bombing”, onlinenigeria.com, ,Unknown, Unknown, Unknown, 

Nigeria. https://www.onlinenigeria.com/site/stories/world/uk-news/210663-voice-of-the-mirror-after-

manchester-bombing-let-us-all-help-track-terror-cell.html  

about:blank
about:blank
https://www.onlinenigeria.com/site/stories/world/uk-news/210663-voice-of-the-mirror-after-manchester-bombing-let-us-all-help-track-terror-cell.html
https://www.onlinenigeria.com/site/stories/world/uk-news/210663-voice-of-the-mirror-after-manchester-bombing-let-us-all-help-track-terror-cell.html
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Vieler, Nikki & NOS. “Depiction of Geert Wilders in with added racist subtitle ” NOS.NL, Geert Wilders & 

NOS, NOS.NL & Nikki Vieler, 27-11-2018, Rotterdam. 

Reactive racist constructions and Islamophobia 
In order to fight and propagandise against the imperialist conduct of the Occident(a30,b3,4), these Islamic 
antagonists of Occidentalism(a30,b3,4) use media, techniques and aspects inherent to the Occident(a30,b3,4). As 
they reverse the historical conduct of cultural appropriation(a29,34), they become part of the identity 
constructions and power relations between the Occident and the Orient(b3,4,8). This has resulted in hostile & 
Islamophobic outbursts and sentiments towards the Orient by Occidental politicians, ideologues and public 
figures(a17,18). As these public figures (depicted in the images/visual sequence above below and on the next 
pages) become part of the public debate and policy through propaganda(a6,13,17,20,23,19 b3,4), they further 
antagonise the Arabic world and exacerbate the issues of this visuality(a30,33,b3,4). These outbursts are then 
distributed (catalysed) by algorithms in popular Occidental and Westernised propaganda and media(a13,28,35), 
which influence the people and fuel the hate and anger further. 
 
These kinds of discourses(a33,34, b5) need to be altered in the direction of more humane and conciliarity 
interactions on all sides. The inhumane and undemocratic qualities of Occidentalism(a30) and the inhumane 
treatment of the Arabs & the Orient by the Occident( a30 b3,4), can no longer be acquiesced. Coexistence shall 
be required(b1). 
CNN. “Donald Trump in a CNN interview.” Donald Trump and CNN, CNN, 11-03-2016, USA. 

https://edition.cnn.com/2016/03/10/opinions/trump-islam-hates-us-comment-opinion-

moghul/index.html  

  

about:blank
about:blank
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WNL & Nikki Vieler. “Screenshot of Theo Hiddema commenting on the Islamic University of Europe”, 

Youtube.com, Hiddema, Theo Hiddema, Youtube, Publication date, Unknown. Youtube, 

https://youtu.be/czu1ieDEo1U. 

 

 

VVD & Vieler, Nikki. “Screenshot of Mark Rutte telling Orientals to “Pleur op ”.”, Youtube.com, Rutte, 

Mark & Erdbrink Thomas, Youtube, 13-02-2017, Unknown. Youtube, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LATWDnP6tNs  

https://youtu.be/czu1ieDEo1U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LATWDnP6tNs
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Vieler, Nikki. “Sketch for Keffiyeh.” Rotterdam. 

Exposing and Transforming Occident-Oriental constructions of Power & Identity 
There is a need & demand(a8,18) to expose and break these patriarchal, racist constructions and relations. The 
violence flowing from these power relations and identity constructions which have developed throughout 
the latter half of the 20th Century and the first part of the 21st Century(a31,32, b3,4) should be eliminated. There 
is a deep need for a peaceful and harmonious transformation to create a new visuality of these relations, 
which constitutes a greater visual melange(b2) than the current visuality (a5,15, b3,4). 
 
My current proposal is a gender fluid keffiyeh design ornamented with hippie symbolism in algebraic 
patterns. This keffiyeh shall have a visual diagram of relations under the exterior, which can be used to 
expose the problematic occidental imperialism imposed upon “Oriental(b3,4)” Arabs by ruling elites. The 
visuality of the keffiyeh shall serve as an attempt to expose the vulnerability(b9) of the Occident(a27, c4) and the 
Orient(b3,4) in this melange(b2) of “being-with”(b1) which comes through displaying the depthiness(a37,38)  which is 
found in the production of polymer products and is performed by the wearer of the Keffiyeh(a1 b10,11). 
 
The deeper identity constructions, visuality, their consequences and social relations of the Occident and 

Orient is performed on the surface of the keffiyeh by means of a diagram. 

Vieler, Nikki. “Collage of multiple gender Keffiyeh wearers.” Multiple online sources, Unknown 

contributors & Leila Khaled, 27-11-2018, Rotterdam.
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Initial design and presentation 

I initially designed a keffiyeh (depicted above) with a diagram (depicted below), which illustrated the 

complexity of the oily loop and mess that humanity is too often stuck in. This was then exhibited in MONO 

in Rotterdam. The design had not been tested in the public realm or with persons or members of the public 

realm. 
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Diagram 

After consulting multiple persons, I decided to make a diagram which wouldn’t exclude VVD voters and 

created a greater critique of right wing “populists”. I would only provide incremental alterations to the 

design of the exterior of the Keffiyeh (added tassels on the left- and right-hand side), as I had contacted 

multiple persons about that (teachers, fellow students and people with both right and left political views) 

design and saw no reason for substantial change (evidence of these information exchanges can be 

presented if necessary) (c5). We felt that the diagram contained enough truth to be used in public. 

I then altered the design of the diagram to include Vermeulen’s notion of depthiness (which had already 

been included in the other images) by adding a snorkel (the method of thinking/observing which 

Timotheus Vermeulen refers to(a37,38 b3,4)) as a small suggestion towards a radical alternative world to the 

current one(a37,38 b9,10). I also added an oil drum to make the black oil spill clearer, replaced Mark Rutte’s 

depiction with a depiction of Thierry Baudet and a link to my previous project(a1). The depthiness was visual 

depth (in theoretical visual and historical research) performed as a diagram on the surface of the interior of 

the keffiyeh. 
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Final Design and performance 
I then remade the initial keffiyeh that I had designed. I had altered the design of the Diagram after 
discussing the meta-design and strategy with Florian Cramer. I then went with a friend (Saad د  into “Het (سع
Park” in Rotterdam(a39) (for legal reasons amongst others(c6)) and created a performance whereby Saad 
casually walked around with the keffiyeh on. As we came across no right-wing extremists (they aren’t 
necessarily found in the public realm), we then eventually decided that Saad would unfurl the diagram in 
front of a café/restaurant in the park. Depicted above and on the next pages are images of the final design 
and performance. 
 
Although we had hoped to confront a right-wing populist on the street (as we saw them as the most 
dangerous people to come across with this Keffiyeh), we didn’t. I had sent the design of the Keffiyeh and 
the diagram to a former classmate who I believe voted for right-wing populists, but I received no response. 
I can’t foresee any real dangers with the Keffiyeh as of now(c5,6). I tested the situation (Keffiyeh in public 
sphere) to the fullest of my ability and see no grounds for any further troubles. 
 
We had chosen to heat transfer the whole design for the diagram onto the Keffiyeh, as that would save 
substantial weight on the keffiyeh and would allow a more successful technical and visual execution of the 
design. The design of my keffiyeh (which is depicted above), is my final design.  
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Vieler, Nikki. ”Still of Video “Keffiyeh design and Performance” and image of the performance”, Youtube.com, 

(Vieler, Nikki Saad د  Rotterdam. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFe_T_RVA14&t=3s ,2018-11-27 , (سع
 
 
 
 
 
Vieler, Nikki. ”Still of Video “Keffiyeh design and Performance” and image of the performance”, Youtube.com, 

(Saad د ع   Rotterdam. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFe_T_RVA14&t=3s ,2018-11-27 ,(س

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFe_T_RVA14&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFe_T_RVA14&t=3s
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Vieler, Nikki. ”Still of Video “Keffiyeh design and Performance” and image of the performance”, Youtube.com, 

(Vieler, Nikki Saad د  Rotterdam. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFe_T_RVA14&t=3s ,2018-11-27 ,(سع
 
 
 
 
 
Vieler, Nikki. ”Still of Video “Keffiyeh design and Performance” and image of the performance”, Youtube.com, 

(Vieler, Nikki Saad د   Rotterdam. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFe_T_RVA14&t=3s ,2018-11-27 ,(سع

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFe_T_RVA14&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFe_T_RVA14&t=3s
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Vieler, Nikki. ”Still of Video “Keffiyeh design and Performance” and image of the performance”, Youtube.com, 

(Vieler, Nikki Saad د  Rotterdam. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFe_T_RVA14&t=3s ,2018-11-27 ,(سع
 
 
 
 
 
Vieler, Nikki. ”Still of Video “Keffiyeh design and Performance” and image of the performance”, Youtube.com, 

(Vieler, Nikki Saad د   Rotterdam. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFe_T_RVA14&t=3s ,2018-11-27 ,(سع

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFe_T_RVA14&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFe_T_RVA14&t=3s
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Vieler, Nikki. ”Still of Video “Keffiyeh design and Performance” and image of the performance”, Youtube.com, ( 

Vieler, Nikki & Saad د   Rotterdam. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFe_T_RVA14&t=3s ,2018-11-27 , (سع

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFe_T_RVA14&t=3s
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2) “Unverifiable: Financial Times Saudi Aramco Buys Stake in Rotterdam Oil Terminal from Gunvor.” Financial 
Times, Financial Times, www.ft.com/content/5cf90a35-e8db-3549-adf8-f59347f25ef3. 

3) Hunston, Susan. “Spotlight on Research.” Biology - Cell Membranes - University of 
Birmingham,  https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/research/perspective/donald-trump-language-of-
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4) Lowry, et al. “Trump's Not Populist Enough.” POLITICO, POLITICO, 14 Nov. 
2018,  https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2018/11/14/trump-2020-midterms-populism-222573 

5) PBS News Hour. “Khashoggi Evidence Points to Saudi Crown Prince, and the U.S. Faces a Dilemma.” YouTube, 
YouTube & PBS News Hour, 19 Nov. 2018, https://youtu.be/hZByXXdTNmY 

6) “Saudi Arabian Ground Troops Cross into Yemen.” YouTube, YouTube, 26 Aug. 2015, youtu.be/Rcj8K03n7ic. 
7) “The Escalating Crisis In Yemen | VICE on HBO.” YouTube, YouTube, 26 Nov. 2018, youtu.be/0mIY2FI7YD8. 
8) Centre for Innovation: Leiden University. “Video 1.2: History of Terrorism.” youtube.com, Narrator: Edwin 

Bakker, YouTube, 14-04-2016, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=40y20ecBw_8&t=358s. 
9) Larison, Daniel. “The War on Yemen and Pro-Saudi Propaganda in the West.” The American Conservative, 

www.theamericanconservative.com/larison/the-war-on-yemen-and-pro-saudi-propaganda-in-the-west/. 
10) Vox. “The rise of Isis, explained in 6 minutes” youtube.com, Narrator: Unknown, YouTube, 16-07-2015, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pzmO6RWy1v8 
11) The Intercept. “Blowback: How Torture leads to Terror.” youtube.com, Narrator: Mehdi Hassan, YouTube, 

12-02-2018, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwVMtrDeiO4 
12) The Intercept. “Isis: Created by the invasion of Iraq” youtube.com, Narrator: Mehdi Hassan, YouTube, 12-02-

2018, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4yPTAxI8wTY&t=30s 
13) The Intercept. “Drones Blowback: Recruiting Sergeant for Terror.” youtube.com, Narrator: Mehdi Hassan, 

YouTube, 22-01-2018, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zvC2dWmJqi8 
14) The Intercept. “Blowback: NATO Libya and Suicide Terror.” youtube.com, Narrator: Mehdi Hassan, YouTube, 

27-02-2018, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4gnZvYkcKP8 
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Notes (Not a pertinent read, but can provide further clarity) (c): 

1) We are not including some of the titles of the text and subtexts in the word count as they are merely 
signifiers and not the signified words used in the text. 

2) By Orient and Occident we and I mean the people and countries designated as Occident and Orient through 
noted (and notable) studies and definitions presented on Wikipedia, the Oxford Dictionary and academic 
publications. Our/ my preference lies for the definitions given by the Oxford Dictionary. We and I do not 
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discriminate along these terms, but we and I are discerning the difference for a sake of clarity. Ultimately, 
we and I live on Planet Earth and not in the Occident or Orient. The terms are merely used for greater 
scholarly clarity. 

3) In addition to that I also have more formal academic and non-academic reasons to research this topic: 1) I 
also wish to obtain formal academic ratification of the knowledge presented in the documentary. 2) I also 
ultimately would like all people on Planet Earth to peacefully coexist. 3) I believe that by pursuing this kind of 
research I can make a small step towards achieving that. 

4) Another part of my (Nikki Vieler) position I would actually like to elaborate on are gender and whiteness. 
While I don’t find it particularly relevant for my own research, it is my prerogative to at least take a pretty 
pathetic stance (as that is what it will be, alas) as I am a relatively privileged white western agnostic male 
with atheist tendencies. My position is that I am a white western privileged male who doesn’t really want to 
comment on subjects as whiteness and gender as he isn’t the one who should comment, but rather listen. 
After all I am not the authority who should comment. In doing so I can try to actively contribute to the plight 
of more unfortunate peoples, but I shan’t destroy my own “privilege” and position as that damages the 
credibility of my own research and work. As I am using this privilege to critique even more privileged people 
(who aren’t white amongst others) I see a deconstruction of my white western male privilege as being 
inappropriate and harmful to the project. Therefor I would prefer to deconstruct systems that continue to 
privilege me, in order to create an equal level playing field as possible. I am relatively privileged (even that 
might actually be an overstatement, to some extent), sorry… 

5) While I haven’t provided the full documentation of the testing my ideas and design with people in and 
outside the academy and in the public realm, I can do that should that be necessary. As of now I haven’t 
done that due to the fact that I wish to preserve the privacy of some of the participants.  

6) We chose to hold the performance in “Het Park” in Rotterdam as we couldn’t get permission on time from 
the municipality. As the performance was too closely linked to activism, the Dutch municipality weren’t 
quick in giving me a license to perform in other spaces. 

 

 


